
 Music Curriculum Year 1 

Throughout the Year 

Curriculum Drivers 
Wellbeing – singing and playing instruments is good for our wellbeing  
Possibilities – careers linked to music-performance, sound engineers, lighting etc. 

Key Knowledge  Skills 

Listen and Appraise 
To know 5 songs off by heart 
To know what the songs are about 
To know and recognise the sound and names of some of the instruments 
they use 

To learn how they can enjoy moving to music by dancing, marching, being 
animals of pop stars 

Singing 
To confidently sing or rap 5 songs form memory and sing them in unison 

Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches 
Learn how to make different sounds with their voices 
Learn to start and stop singing when following a leader 

Playing 
To learn the names of the notes in their part from memory or when 
written down 
Learn the names of the instruments they are playing 

Treat instruments carefully and with respect 
Play a tuned instrumental part 
Learn to play a part that matches their challenge 
Listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader 

Composition 
To know that composing is like writing a story with music 
To know that everyone can compose 

Help to create a simple melody using1,2 or 3 notes 
Learn how the notes can be written down and changed 

Performance  
To know that a performance is sharing music with other people called an 
audience 

Choose a song learnt and perform it 
Add own ideas 
Record and reflect on the performance  

Unit 1 –Hey You 

Objectives 
To see how pulse, rhythm 
and pitch work together 

Key knowledge and learning 
Children will learn that: 
 music has a steady beat like a 
heartbeat 
we create rhythms from words 
we can create our own rhythms 
Listen to and respond to songs 

Core Vocabulary 
Pulse, rhythm. Pitch, rap, 
improvise. Compose, melody, bass 
guitar, drums, decks, perform 

POP tasks 
 
Listen and clap 
back your own 
name 
Listen and clap 
back your own 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
 
Love of 
learning 
Old school 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
and games 
Glockenspiels  
Recorders 



with a Hip Hop theme name using voice 
and instrument 
Take in turns to 
improvise 

Hip Hop 
music 

Untuned 
percussion 

Unit 2 –Rhythm in the Way we Walk 

Objectives 
To identify how pulse, 
rhythm, rapping, dancing 
and singing work together  

Key knowledge and learning 
music has a steady beat like a 
heartbeat 
we create rhythms from words 
we can create our own rhythms 
recognise and name 2 or more 
instruments they hear 
Listen and respond to songs with a 
Reggae rhythm 

Core Vocabulary 
Pulse, rhythm. Pitch, rap, melody 
singers, keyboard, bass, guitar, 
percussion, trumpets, saxophones, 
perform 

POP tasks 
March to the 
pulse 
Copy back the 
rhythm they hear 
Be an animal and 
keep the pulse 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
Love of 
learning 
Reggae 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
and games 
Glockenspiels  
Recorders 
Untuned 
percussion 

Unit 3-In the Groove 

Objectives 
To know how to be 
respond to different styles 
of music 

Key knowledge and learning 
Find the pulse  
 identify 5 types of music 
Dance to  or move to the pulse of 
each style 

Core Vocabulary 
Blues, Baroque, Latin, Folk and 
Funk, rhythm, pitch, compose, 
improvise, perform, groove 

POP tasks 
Listen and clap 
back rhythm of 
words 
Using an 
instrument listen 
and play using 
two notes 
Improvise using 2 
notes 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
Love of 
learning 
Blues, 
Baroque, 
Latin, Folk 
and Funk 
genres 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
and games 
Glockenspiels  
Recorders 
Untuned 
percussion 

Unit 4-Round and Round 

Objectives 
To identify the pulse, 
rhythm and pitch in 
different styles of music 
 

Key knowledge and learning 
Find the pulse as they are listening 
to the pulse 
Recognise and name two or more 
instruments they can hear 
Listen to and respond to songs 
with a Bossa Nova rhythm 

Core Vocabulary 
Keyboard, bass, guitar, percussion, 
trumpets, saxophones, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, improvise, compose, 
perform, audience 
Bossa Nova 

POP tasks 
Play as part of 
the performance 
Play accurately 
and in time with 
two notes 
Play accurately 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
Love of 
learning 
Bossa Nova 
rhythms 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
and games 
Glockenspiels  
Recorders 



and in time with 
three notes 
 

Untuned 
percussion 

Unit 5 –Your Imagination 

Objectives 
To use imagination  

Key knowledge and learning 
Find the pulse as they are listening 
to the pulse 
Recognise and name two or more 
instruments they can hear 
Listen to and respond to songs 
from films  

Core Vocabulary 
Keyboard, drums, bass, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, improvise, compose, 
perform, audience 
imagination 

POP tasks 
Perform a part as 
part of a 
performance 
Perform 2 parts 
as part of a 
performance 
Evaluate their 
part in a 
performance  

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
 
Community 
Perform to 
other class 
or as part of 
a Showcase 
assembly 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
and games 
Glockenspiels  
Recorders 
Untuned 
percussion 

Unit 6- Reflect, Rewind and Replay- to be used at the end of the year or musical appreciation throughout the year 

Objectives 
To listen and respond to 
music of different styles 
and genres 

Key knowledge and learning 
 Reflect - L’Homme Arm é byRobert Morton (Early Music) 
Les Tricoteuses (TheKnitters) from the Baroque era 
The Clock: II Andanteby Franz Joseph Haydn (from 
the Classical era) 
-Piano Concerto: AllegroMaestoso (Tempo Guisto) by 
Franz Liszt (from the Romanticera) 
Prelude à L’Apres-Midi D’Un Faune by Claude Debussy 
(20th Century) 
Rewind and Listen Out! Ain’t NoMountain High Enough sung 
byMarvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell 
Music For Large AndSmall Ensembles (opening) byKenny Wheeler 
(ContemporaryJazz) 
Composers and Composition (Talvin Singh Gwyneth Herbert) 
 

Core Vocabulary 
From the whole unit 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
Community 
Prepare for a 
performance 
of songs and 
activities 
from the year. 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
 

 
 
 
 



Unit 7- Performance in Autumn term 

Objectives 
To know that a 
performance is sharing 
music with other people 
called an audience  

Key knowledge and learning 
Choose a song and perform it 
Add own ideas 
Record and reflect on the performance 

Core Vocabulary 
Perform 
Practice 
Rehearse 
Refine 
Perfect 
 
 

Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 
Community 
Prepare for a 
performance 
. 

Resources 
Charanga on 
line 
lessons/songs 
 

 

 


