
Year 1 Curriculum 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Superheroes 
- History 

Bright Lights 
Big Cities - 
geography 

 

Paws, 
Claws and 
Whiskers - 
Geograph

y 
 

Dinosau
r Planet 
- History 

I 

Memory 
Box- 

History 

Rio De Vida - Geography 

Animals Including Humans – 
Science 
Entitlement and experiences 
 

Everyday Materials Plant Detectives 

Seasonal Changes 

Science 
Objectives 

Key 
knowledge 
and learning 

Core Vocabulary POP tasks Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 

Resources 

Throughout 
the year 
Working 
Scientifically
: 
Ask simple 

questions 

~ Observe 

closely and 

use simple 

equipment 

~ Perform 

simple tests 

~ Identify 

and classify 

 
 

question, answer, 
observe,  observing, 
equipment, sort, 
group, record, 
compare, describe, 
biology, chemistry, 
physics 

   
 



~ Suggest 

answers to 

questions 

using 

observations 

~ Gather and 
record data 

Throughout 
the year 
Seasonal 
Changes: 
Observe 

changes 

across the 

four seasons 

~ Observe 
and describe 
weather and 
day length 

In the UK, the 
day length is 
longest at 
mid-summer 
(about 16 
hours) and 
gets shorter 
each day until 
mid-winter 
(about 8 
hours) before 
getting longer 
again. 

The weather 
also changes 
with the 
seasons. In 
the UK, it is 
usually colder 
and rainier in 
winter, and 
hotter and 
dryer in the 
summer. The 
change in 

seasons, autumn, 
winter, spring, 
summer, weather, 
daylight, months of 
the year 

Basic: 
Describe 
how day 
length 
varies in 
each 
season. 
Record 
children 
delivering 
weather 
reports 
with 
specific 
reference 
to day 
length 
within it – 
each child 
should 
have 4 
recordings 
which they 
can then 
sequence 

Possibilities – 
weather 
forecaster 
 
Jim Cantore - 
meteorologis
t  

Twinkl – season powerpoints 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx/articles/zcx3gk
7 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9g87ty 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx/articles/zcx3gk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx/articles/zcx3gk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9g87ty


weather 
causes many 
other 
changes. 
Some 
examples are: 
numbers of 
minibeasts 
found 
outside; seed 
and plant 
growth; 
leaves on 
trees; and 
type of 
clothes worn 
by people. 

 
 

into season 
order 
Advancing: 
Compare 
and 
contrast 
weather 
and day 
length 
across the 
four 
seasons. 
“Interview” 
children 
and record 
on Ipad. 
Children to 
use their 
own 
sequenced 
weather 
forecasts 
to compare 
and 
contrast 
weather 
and day 
length 
across the 
seasons.  
Deep: Plan 
some 
activities 



that would 
be suited 
to each 
season. 
Cross 
curricular 
with PE – 
plan short 
sporting 
activities 
for each 
season. 
Children to 
think about 
where to 
do the 
activitiy 
(weather 
dependent) 
what they 
would 
need to 
wear (ties 
in with 
current 
clothes 
diary) and 
Why each 
activity is 
suited to 
that 
specific 
season. 



Autumn 
Animals 
Including 
Humans 
~ Identify 

and name a 

variety of 

common 

animals 

~ Identify 

and name 

carnivores, 

herbivores 

and 

omnivores  

~ Describe 

and compare 

the structure 

of animals 

~ Identify 
and name 
the basic 
parts of the 
human body. 
 

Animals vary 
in many ways 
having 
different 
structures e.g. 
wings, tails, 
ears etc. They 
also have 
different skin 
coverings e.g. 
scales, 
feathers, hair. 
These key 
features can 
be used to 
identify them. 

Animals eat 
certain things 
- some eat 
other animals, 
some eat 
plants, some 
eat both 
plants and 
animals. 

Humans have 
key parts in 
common, but 
these vary 
from person 
to person. 
Humans (and 

sight, hearing, touch, 
taste, smell,  human, 
amphibians, birds, 
fish, mammals, 
reptiles, carnivore, 
herbivore, omnivore, 
parts of the body 

Basic: Label 
animals as 
carnivore, 
herbivore 
and 
omnivore. 
Venn 
Diagram – 
cut, stick 
and sort 
into 
categories  
Advancing: 
Show how 
carnivores, 
herbivores, 
omnivores 
are similar 
and 
different. 
Mini 
project – 
Fact files. 
Create fact 
file for 
carnivore, 
herbivore, 
omnivore 
then 
complete a 
comparison 
sheet to go 
at the back 

Possibilities – 
vets 
 
Wellbeing 

 



other 
animals) find 
out about the 
world using 
their senses. 
Humans have 
five senses – 
sight, touch, 
taste, hearing 
and smelling. 
These senses 
are linked 
to particular 
parts of the 
body. 

 
 

explaining 
similarities 
and 
differences 
Deep: True 
or false? 
Carnivores 
are not 
hunted by 
other 
carnivores. 
Create 
online quiz 
with 
KAGAN 
partners on 
Google 
Classroom 
or Purple 
Mash then 
swap 
within 
KAGAN 
group to 
answer? 

Spring 
Everyday 
Materials 
~ Distinguish 

between an 

object and 

the material 

All objects are 
made of one 
or more 
materials. 
Some objects 
can be made 
from different 
materials e.g. 

object, material, hard, 
soft, stretchy, shiny, 
dull, rough, plastic, 
wood, metal, glass, 
paper, brick, fabric, 
stone,  water, 
smooth, bendy, not 
bendy, waterproof, 

Basic: 
Describe 
the 
properties 
of 
materials.  
Materials 
Scavenger 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesiz e/clips/zf7jmp3  
 
Twinkl 
Hamilton Trust – for ideas.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesiz%20e/clips/zf7jmp3


from which it 

is made. 

~Identify and 

name 

everyday 

materials 

~ describe 

physical 

properties of 

materials 

~ Compare 
and group 
materials 

plastic, metal 
or wooden 
spoons. 

Materials can 
be described 
by their 
properties 
e.g. shiny, 
stretchy, 
rough etc. 
Some 
materials e.g. 
plastic can be 
in different 
forms with 
very different 
properties. 

 

not waterproof, 
absorbent, not 
absorbent, 
transparent, opaque 

hunt 
around 
school. 
Children to 
use a tick 
sheet to 
tick off 
each 
material 
and their 
properties 
as they find 
them. 
Advancing: 
Compare 
and 
contrast 
the 
different 
properties 
of 
materials. 
Deep:  
Create a 
‘guess the 
material’ 
game 
based on 
the 
properties 
of 
materials. 



Summer 
Plant 
Detectives 
~ Identify 

and name 

common 

plants 

~ Identify 
and describe 
the basic 
structure of 
common 
flowering 
plants 

Growing 
locally, there 
will be a vast 
array of 
plants which 
all have 
specific 
names. These 
can be 
identified by 
looking at the 
key 
characteristic
s of the plant. 
Plants have 
common 
parts, but 
they vary 
between the 
different 
types of 
plants. Some 
trees keep 
their leaves 
all year while 
other trees 
drop their 
leaves during 
autumn and 
grow them 
again during 
spring. 
 

roots, stem, leaves, 
flowers, petals, fruit, 
seeds, bulbs, wild 
plants, garden plans, 
weeds, deciduous, 
evergreen,  

Basic: 
What are 
the names 
of some 
common 
wild plants, 
garden 
plants, 
common 
trees? 
Advancing: 
What are 
the 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
deciduous 
and 
evergreen 
trees? 
Deep: 
Suggest a 
garden 
design for 
someone 
who like 
privacy and 
bright 
autumn 
colours. 

Community – 
local 
environment 

 



 


