
Year 4 Curriculum 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Mountains 
(Geography) 

I am warrior -
Romans 
(History) 

Rainforest 
(Geography) 

Vikings and Anglo Saxons 
(History) 

South America – Rio 
and South East 

Brazil (Geography) 

Normans 1066 – (History) 

Geography  Objectives Key knowledge Core Vocabulary POP tasks Links to 
Curriculum 
Drivers 

Planning 

Throughout the year 
Fieldwork and mapping skills 

 Use the eight points of a compass, 
four figure grid references, symbols 
and key to communicate knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world 

 Draw accurate maps with more 
complex keys. 

Know and name the 
eight points of a 
compass 
 
 
 

Year 2 
Compass, North, South, 
East and West 
 
Compass rose, North 
East, North West, South 
East, South West. 
 
 

 Possibilities - 
Cartography 

 

Autumn  
Mountains 
Investigate places 

 Use and interpret maps, globes, 
atlases and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and key 
features. 

 Name and locate key topographical 
features of the UK (including 
mountains) 

 
Communicate geographically 

 Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including: mountains 

 Describe and understand key 

Know where the main 
mountain regions are 
in the UK. 
 
Know the names of a 
number of the world’s 
highest mountains. 

Mountain, hill, Mountain 
ranges, peak, boundary, 
extends, summit, 
landform, plates, mantle, 
fold, slope, valley, fault-
block, volcanoes, 
summit, dome, climate 
avalanche, equator, 
environment, Himalayas, 
terracing 

Create a tour guide 
of a famous 
mountain or 
region. 

Possibilities – 
mountaineering 
Community – 
caring for the 
environment 
 
Chris 
Bonnington 
/Edmund Hilary 
/ Vanessa 
O’Brien– 
famous 
mountaineer 

Oddizzi 



aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals. 

Spring 
Rainforest 
Investigate places 

 Ask and answer geographical 
questions about the physical and 
human characteristics of a location. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features. 

Investigate patterns 

 Name and locate the equator, 
northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle. Describe some of the 
characteristics of these areas. 

 Understand why there are 
similarities and differences between 
places. 

 Understand the effect of landscape 
features on the development of a 
locality. 

 Describe how people have been 
affected by changes in the 
environment. 

Communicate geographically 

 Describe and understand key 

Label layers of a 
rainforest. 
Know what 
deforestation is. 

Rainforest, Equator, 
continent, Amazon, 
Congo, tropical, 
equatorial, sub-
equatorial, precipitation, 
forest floor, emergent, 
canopy, under storey, 
deforestation, logging, 
tribe, biome, okapi, 
nomadic, ecosystem, 
indigenous, fell, oxygen, 
fertile, carbon dioxide, 
biodiversity, Manaus 

Write a persuasive 
letter about the 
effects of 
deforestation. 

Community – 
Impact of 
deforestation 

Oddizzi 



aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts 

 Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

 Understand and use a widening 
range of geographical terms e.g. 
specific topic vocabulary – contour, 
height, valley, erosion, deposition, 
transportation, headland, volcano, 
earthquakes etc. 

Summer 
South America – Rio and South East Brazil 
Investigate places 

 Name and locate the countries of 
South America and identify their 
main physical and human 
characteristics. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied 

Investigate patterns 

 Identify the position and 
significance of the Equator, date 
time zones (including day and 
night). 

Know the names of, 
and locate, a number 
of South American 
countries. 
 
Know key differences 
between living in the 
UK and Rio and South 
East Brazil. 
 

South America, 
landmass, landlocked, 
indigenous, colony 

 A diary – a day in 
the life of a child in 
Rio 

Community – 
Local 
environment  

Oddizzi 



 Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study 
of the human and physical 
geography of a region of the UK and 
a region within South America. 

Communicate geographically 

 Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including: mountains, rainforests 

 Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 

 


