
Year 6 Curriculum 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Frozen kingdom 
(Geography) 

Mayans 
(History) 

Mexico and the UK 
(Geography) 

WWII 
(History) 

WWII 
(History) 

Local area and region 

Geography Objectives Key vocabulary Core Vocabulary POP tasks Links to 
Curriculum 

Drivers 

Planning 

Autumn  
Frozen Kingdom 
Investigate places 

 Collect and analyse statistics and 
other information in order to draw 
clear conclusions about locations. 

 Identify and describe how the 
physical features affect the human 
activity within a location. 

 Analyse and give views on the 
effectiveness of different 
geographical representations of a 
location, i.e. aerial images, maps and 
topological maps. 

 Name and locate counties and cities 
of the world, and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, 
including hills, mountains, cities, 
rivers, key topographical features and 
land-use patterns: and understand 
how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

 
Investigate patterns 

 Identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Know what is meant by 
biomes and what are the 
features of a specific 
biome. 
 
Know the names of and 
locate some of the world’s 
deserts. 
 
Know how to use graphs to 
record features such as 
temperature or rainfall 
across the world. 
 
 

Inhabit, terrestrial, 
aquatic, climate, 
Biomes,  tropical 
rainforest, temperate 
deciduous forest, 
desert, tundra, taiga, 
grassland, savannah, 
marine, freshwater, ice 
 

Produce a 
presentation about 
biomes 
 
Basic: name the 
main biomes 
Advancing: 
compare and 
contrast the 
biomes 
Deep: investigate 
two biomes of your 
choice, selecting 
relevant 
information about 
their physical 
features. 
 

Community – 
caring for our 
environment 

Odizzi 
Twinkl 



Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle. 

 Understand why people seek to 
manage and sustain their 
environments. 

 Understand some of the reasons for 
geographical similarities and 
differences between locations. 

Communicate geographically 

 Use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of 
OS maps) to build knowledge of the 
UK and the wider world. 

 Understand and use a widening range 
of geographical terms e.g. specific 
topic vocabulary – biomes. 

 Create maps of locations identifying 
patterns, such as land use, climate 
zones, population densities, height of 
land, biomes. 

 

Spring 
Mexico and the UK 
Investigate places 

 Collect and analyse statistics and 
other information in order to draw 
clear conclusions about locations. 

 Identify and describe how the 
physical features affect the human 
activity within a location. 

Know the names of, and 
locate, a number of North 
American countries. 
 
Know key differences 
between living in the UK 
and Mexico. 
 
Know about time zones and 

Northern hemisphere, 
latitude, lowlands, 
agriculture, 
predominant, sub-
tropical zones, 
temperate zones, 
colonised, indigenous, 
populous, sparsely, 
metropolitan, 

Non-chronological 
report looking at 
the UK and Mexico 
 
 

Community – 
caring for 
local 
environment 

Oddizzi 



 Use a range of geographical resources 
to give detailed descriptions and 
opinions of the characteristic features 
of a location. 

 Analyse and give views on the 
effectiveness of different 
geographical representations of a 
location, i.e. aerial images, maps and 
topological maps. 

 Name and locate the countries of 
North America and identify their main 
physical and human characteristics. 

Investigate patterns 

 Identify the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night). 

 Understand some of the reasons for 
geographical similarities and 
differences between locations. 

 Describe how locations around the 
world are changing and explain some 
of the reasons for change. 

 Describe geographical diversity across 
the world. 

Communicate geographically 

 Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts 

 Describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography, including: types 
of settlements and land use, 
economic activity including trade 

work out differences. 
 

pesticides. Time zones, 
Greenwich mean time, 
international date line. 
 



links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

 Understand and use a widening range 
of geographical terms e.g. specific 
topic vocabulary – urban, rural, land 
use, sustainability, tributary, trade 
links etc. 

 Create maps of locations identifying 
patterns, such as land use, climate 
zones, population densities, height of 
land, biomes. 

Summer 1 
Local area and region (fieldwork 
opportunity) 
Investigate places 

 Use a range of geographical resources 
to give detailed descriptions and 
opinions of the characteristic features 
of a location. 

 Analyse and give views on the 
effectiveness of different 
geographical representations of a 
location, i.e. aerial images, maps and 
topological maps. 

 Identify and describe how the 
physical features affect the human 
activity within a location. 

 Use different types of fieldwork 
sampling (random and systematic) to 
observe, measure and record the 
human and physical features in the 
local area. Record the results in a 

Know what most of the 
Ordnance Survey symbols 
stand for. 
 
 
Know how to use six-figure 
grid references. 
  

Year 1 vocab - Local 
area, plan, map, aerial 
view, place, prepositions 
and direction-finding 
terms such as, above, 
around, below, left, 
right, forward, near, 
inside, opposite, outside 
Year 2 vocab - Key 
human features city, 
town, village, farm, 
factory, house, office, 
port, harbour, shop, 
capital city, country. 
Key physical features 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season, weather. 
 

Newspaper report 
– what is our area 
doing for its 
population? 

Community – 
local 
environment  
John Meer 
 

Oddizzi 



range of ways.  
Investigate patterns 

 Describe how locations around the 
world are changing and explain some 
of the reasons for change. 

 Understand why people seek to 
manage and sustain their 
environments. 

Communicate geographically 

 Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts 

 Describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography, including: types 
of settlements and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

 Use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of 
OS maps) to build knowledge of the 
UK and the wider world. 

 Create maps of locations identifying 
patterns, such as land use, climate 
zones, population densities, height of 
land, biomes. 

Year 5vocab - County, 
region, advantages, 
disadvantages, 
transportation, 
pollution, congestion, 
conflict, land use, 
tourism, industry, retail, 
 
Urban centre, grid 
references, ordnance 
survey, scale, local, 
regional, national, 
international, local 
links: technology, 
environment, trade, 
community, 
culture/leisure, 
transport. 
 
 

 


